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“... return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love ...”  

(Joel 2:13, from the first reading for Ash Wednesday) 

 

Return to the Lord?  What does that mean?  Does it mean that God has been absent 

from our lives?  Or that we have taken a temporary leave of absence from a relationship 

with God? 

 

NO!  God has never left or deserted us.  God has promised to be with us from the time 

of our baptism.  God’s grace is always available to us.  Perhaps, what “return to the 

Lord” means is that we have rejected or failed to access God’s amazing grace in our 

lives.  We have attempted to keep our minds, our hearts, our choices,, our priorities 

separated from God.  This has led to sin, brokenness, and happiness.  But God has never 

left us. 

 

During these 40 days of Lent, we have the opportunity to return to our baptismal prom-

ises and to recall the wonderful relationship God has established with us.  God wants us 

to re-open our minds and hearts to God’s will for us.  Let me suggest that we begin to 

“return to the Lord” by regular worship, a daily life of prayer, Bible reading, and unsel-

fish acts of service for those around us.  In this way, we will all experience God’s grace in 

deeper and more powerful ways. 

Opportunities to RETURN TO THE LORD during the 

40 Days of Lent and Holy Week 

Sundays, March 7, 14, and 21 

 10:30 AM Hear about God’s presence with us as a patient God, a   

   forgiving God, in plenty and in want. 

 

Thursday evenings - Lenten Midweek Series 

 March 4  Soup at Durham at 6:30 PM, “The Apostle’s Creed” at 7:15 PM

 March 11 Soup at St. Peter’s at 6:30 PM,  “The Lord’s Prayer” at 7:15 PM 

 March 18 Soup at Durham at 6:30 PM, “Baptism” at 7:15 PM 

 March 25 Soup at St. Peter’s at 6:30 PM, “Holy Communion” at 7:15 PM  

 

HOLY WEEK 

 Sunday, March 28 - Palm/Passion Sunday, Holy Communion at 10:30 AM 

 

 Thursday, April 1 - Holy Thursday - 7:30 PM Joint Service with Trinity,    

            Pleasant Valley, at Trinity 

 

 Friday, April 2 - Good Friday - 7:30 PM Joint Service with Trinity, Pleasant  

            Valley, at Durham  

 

 Easter Sunday, April 4 - Resurrection of Our Lord - 6:30 AM Sunrise Communion

            10:30 AM Festival Communion 

Big News in March 

• Thursdays in March - 

Lenten Series of Soup 

Suppers, Worship, & 

Learning, soup at 6:30, 

discussion at 7:15 PM 

• March 13 - Family 

Movie Night  

•  March 14 -  Upper 

Bucks Conference 

Spring Assembly .  

•  Saturday, March 20 

First Holy Communion 

Workshop at Durham 11 

AM - 3 PM  

• Saturday, March 27, 

Community Easter Egg 

Hunt, start time 11 AM 



After the second week in March, I will no longer be 

your congregational leader.  According to our by-laws if you have served on council 

for six consecutive years you must come off of council.  Since the president must 

be a member of council, this is the reason for my departure of this position.  Even 

though I will no longer be your president, that does not mean that I will not con-

tinue to do my part to keep our church growing and doing God’s work. 

 Over the last three years we have been through a lot together and I feel 

that we have worked well as a team to accomplish situations that at times seemed 

impossible to rectify.  Remember the tax situation, the steeple problem, the need 

for a new roof and now the windows?  On top of these big matters we had several 

insurance issues, septic problems, heater problems and other repairs and mainte-

nance jobs to deal with.  Our property committee and others in and outside the 

congregation have worked overtime to bring our church back to the beautiful 

building that has sat on top of this hill in Durham for almost 200 years lighting the 

way to God’s love.  But, we must always remember that the “church” is not the 

building.  The “church” is the body of people sitting in the pews. We must go out 

into the world everyday and do God’s work and spread the news that God loves all 

mankind.  He also gives people who have made mistakes a second chance and His 

love is unconditional!  That is real good news to anyone who feels unworthy or 

guilty for the way that they have behaved in their life.  This is the job that God 

gives to us as Christians to do.   

  This message is carried forward not just in words, but more so in actions towards 

people who are down-trodden and feeling hopeless.  God is love, and the love he 

gives to us is to be shared, to help others who do not feel love in their everyday 

lives. 

 I believe that God’s first commandment is the most important one to re-

member.  “Thou shall love the Lord your God with all of your heart and soul and 

love your neighbors as yourself”.  This, in my opinion, means that we have to love 

ourselves before we can reach out to our neighbors, both near and far.  For these 

past several years we have been putting our own house “back in order”.  Unfortu-

nately, it had deteriorated because of lack of enough people committed to help 

maintain it.  The Sunday school had dwindled down to almost nothing because of 

lack of involvement from many young families.  So many outside commitments 

came before God.    Even our finances have been reduced due to the economy and 

lack of attendance to Sunday services.  As our older members passed on new peo-

ple have not joined us to fill the gap.  Do not be discouraged because I feel that 

many of theses problems are turning around and many of our prayers have been 

answered. 

 Our building, which is a symbol of God’s love and presence here in Dur-

ham, is almost back to the beautiful façade it used to be, and is more inviting to 

the public.  Thanks to all of you who helped with your good works and contribu-

tions to make this all possible.  We still have more work to do, for instance, the 

blacktop needs to be repaired for insurance issues, but the building itself is now 

safe and sound. 

  Our biggest mission now is to reach out to family, friends and neighbors 

and invite them to join us.  Perhaps you can invite them to one of our soup sup-

pers, or an event such as our annual beef roast or upcoming Easter service.  Any of 

these types of events can break the ice and let them know that we are good peo-

ple and fun to be with.  In this way they may want to join us for Sunday services 

and become a part of our caring “family”.   

 

Continued on page 3 
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Congregational 

Highlights in  March  
 

 

Thursdays during Lent - Midweek 
Series - Soup supper, worship, and 
learning:  “Rediscovering Luther’s 

Catechism” 
• March 4 at Durham 
     Soup  at 6:30, “The Apostles’   
     Creed” at 7:15 PM 
• March 11 at St. Peter’s 
      Soup  at 6:30, “The Lord’s Prayer   
      at 7:15 PM 
• March 18 at Durham 
      Soup  at 6:30, “Holy Baptism” at  
     7:15 PM 
• March 11 at St. Peter’s 
      Soup  at 6:30, “Holy Communion”   
       at 7:15 PM 

 
Saturday, March 13 - 

Family Movie Night featuring the 
movie “Prince of Egypt” 

• movie begins at 6:00 PM 
• free popcorn and beverage! 
 

Sunday, March 14 

Upper Bucks Conference Spring 

Assembly  

at St. Luke’s Ferndale, from 2-5 PM 

 
Saturday, March 20 - First Holy 

Communion Workshop  

• 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

• all children age 6 and older are 

invited to participate with their 

parents  
 

 

Saturday, March 27 - Community 
Easter Egg Hunt 

• Start time is promptly at 11:00 
AM  

• Bring your own basket  
 

Saturday, March 28 - Sunday of 
the Passion/Palm Sunday - Holy 

Week begins 
10:30 AM Procession with Palms/

Passion Reading 
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Happenings in the Life of  the CHURCH ... 

 Christmas ingathering: We received a thank you letter from Lu-

theran Children and Family Service. “On behalf of the children in our 

care and the other recipients of the Christmas Ingathering, I would like to thank you and the members of 

Evangelical Lutheran Church for the very generous donations ,,, This Ingathering totaled over  

$120,365.00.”  

 Easter hymning:  Please join us on Palm Sunday (March 28
th

) as we share Easter music with our shut-ins. 

Lunch will be served in the fellowship hall following worship; then we will visit and sing with as many of 

our shut in members as we can. You do not have to be a great singer to join us (or I wouldn’t be allowed 

to go!); just be willing to share the music of Holy Week and the joyful hymns of Easter.  

 Food: Thanks to everyone who contributed to Souper Bowl of Caring; and especially to Cheryl Mesko for 

coordinating it. The food was split between the Easton and Upper Bucks food banks. 

It is a tradition at Durham to place food baskets rather than flowers on the altar during Lent.  If you would 

be willing to sponsor one, there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex.  You can either pur-

chase food yourself or commission me to be your shopper. Cost is about $25, the same price as the flow-

ers.  

There is also a basket in the narthex for individual food donations. The need is great.  
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Final figures are not yet available for the February soup supper, but we did very well. A 

big thank you to everyone who helped; especially Esther Crouse, Diane DeWalt and 

Mark Harwick, our chief chefs. Thanks to Myron Kressman who donated the stewing 

chickens; and to Wendy’s Old Fashioned Hamburgers who donated the onions and sal-

tines. Many people peeled, chopped, baked, washed dishes and pots and pans, served, 

set up and took down, and cleaned. Thanks to all of you; this is a huge undertaking 

which couldn’t happen without all of your help. 

 We are missing our food processor and one of our 30 quart soup pots. If you know anything about there 

whereabouts, please speak to Helen Dungan or Esther Crouse. We would particularly like to know if any-

one saw them in the church after the break-in. 

Palisades Cluster News  - Helen Dungan    

One of the goals for the cluster during 2010 is to implement a Parish Nurse ministry. The next Parish Nurse meeting 

will be Sunday, March 7
th

 at 3:30 PM at Christ Lutheran Church (353 E. Dark Hollow Road) in Pipersville.  

 Another of our goals for 2010 is to look at our evangelism activities.  One suggested question to frame our discus-

sions is change:  Where do we see our churches being in 3, 5, or 10 years. How will we change? How will our commu-

nities be changing? How do we better reach out to and serve our community?  If you are interested in these ques-

tions, please join in the discussion. The next meeting of the Cluster is March 21
st

 at 3:30 p.m. at St Luke’s Lutheran 

Church Ferndale and the main topic being discussed will be our evangelism plans / needs. 

Outreach - Helen Dungan 

Council Corner (continued) 

Once people get the message that God loves them, and so do we, they may not hesitate to join us because every 

human being needs to be loved, each in their own way. 

 I hope and pray that you will all work as hard for whoever is chosen to be your new president as you have 

worked for me.  Only with your help will this congregation grow and flourish into the future.  Just remember to….. 
    

Love always,  

Lynn Gaun - Council president 
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WELCA ~ Helen Dungan 

  During our February meeting we watched a video, ate 

popcorn (and other nice snacks) and had a brief business meeting 

to organize for the February soup supper. Barbara Naska agreed 

to serve as our delegate to the Southeastern PA Synodical con-

vention in June.  

 The program for our March meeting deals with women and unemployment; the leader is 

Helen Dungan, and the hostess is Althea Crouse. Our main order of business for our 

March meeting  is spending the soup supper money. Please join us as we look at a trou-

bling issue, share fellowship and give away money. 

The Upper Bucks Conference WELCA Spring gathering is on April 24
th

 at Christ, Traubau-

ersville,  

The Southeastern PA Synod WELCA  convention will be held June 19, 2010 at Trinity, Lans-

dale.  The theme is ‘Seasoned with Salt’ (Colossians 4:6). This is a gathering of all the 

women in the Synod and will include a worship service, speakers, a service project, and 

business meeting. Cost is $30 and includes lunch. If you are interested in attending, 

speak to Helen Dungan. 

Souper Bowl of Caring Update - 
Cheryl Mesko 

THANK YOU to Katie Aquino and her family  for 

their work at the Williams Township Elementary 

School. They collected 121 non-perishable food 

items. We collected 271 food items and $124 at 

Durham Church.   My appreciation to the congrega-

tion and thanks to all the helpers who counted cans 

and loaded them into my car. Thank you!!   

Highlights from the Annual Congregational Meeting, 2/21/10 

1. Sue Kehler was elected to Church Council. 

2. Tom and Lynn Gaun were elected as delegates to the May 7-8 Annual Synod Assembly at 

Franconia Mennonite Church. 

3. The Treasurer’ and Financial Secretary’s reports were approved, including a Financial Au-

dit completed for  fiscal year 2009. 

4. The gifts of time, talent, and treasure of every member of the congregation was recog-

nized.  Lynn Gaun     presented angel bells to the members who were present at the meet-

ing. 

5. The results from the recent congregational survey were presented.  There were lots of 

good ideas, including a suggestions box, which has already been placed in the narthex. 

6. Lynn Gaun  has volunteered to chair the planning committee for our2012 200th Anniver-

sary.  She will beed lots of people and ideas to bring about a wonderful celebration. 

7. There was discussion of what should be done with the parsonage land in Springtown.  A 

large piece of land just being the parsonage lawn off of Center St. has been farmed for 

years by a wonderful Springtown resident.  His now physically unable to keep on with the 

work required. A community garden was one suggested use.  If you have any interest or 

ideas about what to do with this land, please speak to the Pastor or Church Council. 

Humor ... 

GOOD SAMARITAN   

A Sunday school teacher 

was telling her class the 

story of the Good  Sa-

maritan. She asked the 

class, 'If you saw a per-

son lying on the roadside, 

all wounded and bleeding, 

what would you do?' A 

thoughtful little girl 

broke the hushed silence, 

'I think I'd throw up.' 
 

HIGHER POWER     

A Sunday school teacher 

said to her children, 'We 

have been learning how 

powerful kings and 

queens were in Bible 

times. But, there is 

a Higher Power. Can any-

body tell me what it is?' 

One child blurted 

out, 'Aces!'                      
  

CHRISTMAS     

A Sunday School teacher 

asked her class why Jo-

seph and Mary took Je-

sus with them 

to  Jerusalem. A small 

child replied, 'They 

couldn't get a baby-

sitter. '  
 

10 COMMANDMENTS 
A Sunday school teacher 

was discussing the 10 

Commandments with her 

5 and 6 year olds. After 

explaining the command-

ment to 'Honor thy fa-

ther and thy mother,' 

she asked, 'Is there a 

commandment that 

teaches us how to treat 

our brothers and sis-

ters?' One little boy an-

swered, 'Thou shall not 

kill.'  
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Upper Bucks Conference Annual Assembly 

The Koinonia Conference:  Where Pastors and Congregations support each other 

through Christian Fellowship and Education to strengthen one another for 

mission in our communities and the world. 

 

All Upper Bucks Congregational Members, Friends, Families, and Community Members are invited to an after-

noon of fellowship, worship, learning, and a little business, on 

Sunday, March 14th from 2:00 - 5:00 PM 

as St. Luke Lutheran Church, 470 Church Hill Road, Ferndale (610-847-5630) 

Everyone is welcome! 

Schedule: 

 2:00 - 2:15 Fellowship and Refreshments 

 2:15 - 3:15 Devotions and UB Conference Business (Approve 2010 Budget, elect executive   

   committee members, Palisades and Pennridge representatives - 1 rostered leader and 2  

   laypeople - and update on conference clusters. 

 3:15 - 4:30 Seafarer’s Church International - a SEPA Synod Ministry presentation by Rev.   

   Bill Rex 

 4:30 - 5:00 Closing Devotions 

 

For more information, please contact the Rev. Carolann Hopcke at 215-536-3193 or christselca@verizon.net. 

 7 14 21 28 

Acolyte & Communion 

Assistant 
    

Greeter(s) Segreaves Family Kathy & Joe Hlavaty Ashmore Family Beerer Family 

Lector Joe Hlavaty Jayne Miller Barbara Naska Jessica Lehr 

Communion Asst. Ken Anderson and 

George Kreitz 

Ken Anderson and George 

Kreitz 

Ken Anderson and 

George Kreitz 

Altar Guild  Linda and David Sauter 

Head Usher Ben Naska 

Counters Ken Anderson and George Kreitz 

Ken Anderson and 

George Kreitz 

NOTE:  If your birthday or wedding anniversary has somehow been 

omitted, please contact the Pastor or add your name to the Birthday 

Calendar on the bulletin board in the narthex.  We invite those who are 

new to our fellowship to add your special days to that calendar. 

 March Birthdays       (no anni-

versaries!)  

4 Amanda Harrison 

6 Gladys Nicholas 

8 Elizabeth Kirkpatrick (92!) 

22 Aubrey and Scott Segreaves, Jr. 

(twins) 



Please speak to the pastor before the service if you have someone you would like him to lift up in prayer. To place someone 

on the Prayer List, call the Church Office. For urgent prayer needs, start the Prayer Chain by calling      Virginia Hager.  Please 

make updates to Prayer List in the Narthex on the condition of anyone you’ve placed on the list.  If you are on the Prayer List 

and are ready to be removed, please let us know!    

 

 

 

 

For reasons of confidentiality, the web edition of our newsletter 

does not contain  individual names on the prayer list. 
 

 
   

Prayers for those with whom our church has a special relationship: our Prayer Partners, Bridge of Peace Lutheran 

Church in Camden, NJ  — our Companion Synod, the North East Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Tanzania.  Please offer a special prayer for the people of the Holy Land on the 9th day of this and every 

month. 

 

 

 

 
  

PRAYER 
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THANKTHANKTHANKTHANK----YOU . . .YOU . . .YOU . . .YOU . . .    

 Ruth Behm wishes to thank Pastor for his hospital and Phoebe visits and everyone for their cards and prayers. 

 

 Ron Everitt would like to thank everyone for the phone calls, get-well cards, and concern during his mom’s illness.  He 

would also like to thank everyone for their expressions of sympathy and caring during his bereavement.   

“We thank you, gracious God, for the freedom we have to practice and live our faith.    

We pray for our brothers and sisters around the world who do not have that free-

dom, for our fellow Christians who find themselves persecuted for seeking to follow 

you. Strengthen them with courage, with discernment, and with faith. Make us more 

and more aware of your body -- the Church.   Amen “ 
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Care-A-Lot News 
      
 Believe it or not, spring is almost here!  March will 

be a busy month here at Care-A-Lot.  The children 

will be learning about Working Together in class, as 

well as with our Spark bible stories from Pastor 

Dave.  The Blue Whale class will get to be the lead 

scientist this month as they each bring in their own experiment to do with the 

class.  Both classes will be learning about sizes and measurements. 
 

Another focus this month is on animals.  The Green turtle class will get to bring 

in an example of their favorite animal for Tell and Show.  This is a twist on the 

traditional Show and Tell.  The children will give their friends 3 clues and have 

them guess what they brought.  Each child will also get to make their own ani-

mal and learn a little about sewing at the same time! 
 

We will be having our St. Patrick’s Day Celebration as well as our annual Easter 

Egg Hunt.  We will also be dyeing Easter eggs and learning why we celebrate 

Easter. 
 

We are hoping to get out on the playground this month, so think warm thoughts! 
 

Love, Mrs. Heinemann, Mrs. Prudish and Mrs. Hower 

Evangelical Lutheran 

 on the internet - 
 

visit our website: 
www.durhamlutheran.org 

Facebook: 

Page : 

Evangelical  Lutheran Church 

of Durham 

Group -  

Evangelical Lutheran 

 Facebook Faction 
- - - - - - - - - -  

Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/DurhamLutheran 

Please 

read the 

article on 

the next 

page 

about    

Lutheran  

Disaster 

Relief    

efforts in 

Haiti. 

Financial gifts are urgently needed.  Your gifts to ELCA International Disaster Response, 

designated for Haiti Earthquake Relief, will be used entirely -- 100 percent -- for immediate 

relief and ongoing recovery efforts.  Your prayers and generous gifts will make a life-saving 

difference.  Please give today. 



ELCA Pastor Says Hope and Faith Overshadowed Death in Haiti 
 

     CHICAGO (ELCA) - The Rev. Douglas A. Hill, a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), was 

walking in the town of Jacmel, Haiti, when the earthquake struck the Caribbean nation Jan. 12.  Only 10 kilometers 

from the quake's epicenter, Hill suddenly found himself surrounded by death and ruin. 

     "We heard a big rumble and people screaming.  The rumble felt like it lasted forever, but it was only 45 seconds," 

Hill told the ELCA News Service.  Hill and his companions began searching for people.  "All of our people were fine." 

     Hill was in Haiti leading a group of 11 seminary students on a January term theology course coordinated by Abiding 

Hope Lutheran Church, Littleton, Colo.  Hill is a pastor of the congregation.  Abiding Hope provides immersion experi-

ences in Haiti for intern and seminary students attending the eight seminaries of the ELCA. 

     The group arrived Jan. 11 in Port-au-Prince.  They spent their first evening at Wings of Hope, an orphanage for spe-

cial needs children.  The next day they traveled to Jacmel, where the group spent the day visiting the Trinity House, 

an orphanage for boys and school for the poor in Jacmel, and Pazapa, another school. 

     After the visits, "we went back to our hotel in Jacmel and sat at the bar with our Haitian friends, talking politics.  

Then some of us went for a walk in the streets a block from the Bay of Jacmel, looking at Haitian art in the many 

shops and galleries, when the earthquake hit," said Hill. 

     "We ran up the hill to the square after the earthquake, because water from the bay started coming up the street.  

(At) the square, the majority of our group watched people die," Hill said. 

     "People who were wounded were being carried on doors.  Our students watched people die right in front of them.  

It was terrible, absolutely horrible," he said. 

     "I had gone back to the hotel at that time, retrieving the rest of the group and digging out Alexandra, the hotel 

cook. Our hotel was La Florita, and it had collapsed," said Hill. 

     The group returned to the Trinity House for shelter.  "When we got there the boys were outside singing, 'How 

Great Thou Art' in Creole.  We joined them, singing in English," Hill said.  "We stayed there a short while when some-

one brought word that there was a risk of a tsunami, so we went to the Jacmel airport.  There we became refugees 

with the Haitian people and lived on peanut butter, bread and then bananas." 

     "The Haitians took care of us," said Hill.  "They are beautiful people.  They welcomed us as brothers and sisters.  In 

the refugee area, we slept and lived with the Haitian people for two days.  We didn't provide care for anyone; they 

provided care for us there," he said. 

     Two days later United Nations officials moved Hill and his group to a hotel in Jacmel.  "We ran out of food and wa-

ter there.  We had Haitian friends that brought us food, and we shared what we had with hotel staff," said Hill. 

     "On Saturday morning (Jan. 16), our Haitian friends got us two fishing boats.  We rode these to the border of Haiti 

and the Dominican Republic.  At one point on the boat trip we ran out of gas, marooned for about an hour and a half 

before help came," Hill said. 

     Once ashore the group spent the night at the border.  In the morning they walked across the border and took a 

five-hour bus ride, passing through various military check points. 

     "The border was heavily guarded, since the Dominican Republic feared that Haitians would storm (across) the bor-

der," said Hill.  Once they arrived in Santo Domingo, they made flight arrangements to return home.  "Some of our 

group flew out on Monday, and the rest went home on Tuesday," he said. 

     "Our ordeal was one thing, but I don't want to draw attention to us," Hill told the ELCA News Service.  "The focal 

point here is the hope, peace, faith and the pursuit of life around us that overshadowed the death and destruction we 

saw." 

     "We encountered friendliness and kindness from everyone we met.  Haitians are strong people, full of hope," said 

Hill.  "I am incredibly humbled by the depth and strength of the people in Haiti." 

     Hill said he hopes the seminary students on the trip will view their experiences as the "Kingdom of God being re-

vealed.  You can't teach the kingdom, it has to be revealed." 

     "We went to Haiti to walk with our Haitian brothers and sisters, and we are changed from the experience.  In Haiti 

you see God being present with people," said Hill.  "I look at my experience through the lens of (Christ's) Resurrec-

tion.  The Haitians are not dwelling on the devastation.  They're dwelling on the new life that will come out of this," 

he said. 

- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- - -- -  

     Information about Abiding Hope Lutheran Church is at http://www.abidinghopelutheran.org on the Internet. 
      

     Financial contributions to support relief efforts in Haiti can be made at http://www.ELCA.org/haitiearthquake or by 

calling 800-638-3522. 
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