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 WELCA will begin their monthly meetings and of course Sunday School will again 
return to 9:15 AM and the worship service back to 10:30.   

This summer was no ordinary summer here at Durham.  Our “Renew” Va-
cation Bible School was a huge success.  What a fun week we had learning about 
plants, recycling, and taking care of the many resources that God has given us.  
Thank you to all our volunteers.   

We also had a beautiful day for our Beef Roast.  Good food, fellowship, an 
old fashioned hymn sing, and memories of the past as we dedicated this year's 
Beef Roast to George Fox.  Again, a big thank you to everyone who helped in any 
way especially to Trauger’s Farm Market for supplying all of the vegetables for the 
event and our co-chair people, Dave Sauter and Val McGinn.  Job well done! 

Mark your calendars – September 12th – Rally Day – “Float Back to 
Church.” Spark Sunday school resumes at 9:15 and worship service will be fol-
lowed by special fellowship with ice cream floats.  Looking forward to seeing you 
there. 

 Lamentations 3:22-23 The steadfast love of the Lord  never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; they are new ever y morning; great is 
your faithfulness . 

Our church has been blessed with a substantial donation by an anony-
mous donor to the building fund to be used for repairs of the church as Council 
sees fit.  Church Council scheduled a meeting in August to discuss the wa-
ter/mold problem and flooring in the Sunday school/Care-A-Lot room.  With the 
donation we received,  Council decided to research the water problem by seal-
ing/capping off drain systems that lead to nowhere and installing a permanent 
clean out for septic line in the utility room.  Carpet will be ripped out and a com-
mercial tile floor will be installed.  The rear entryway to the Sunday School/Care-
a-Lot room is being permanently enclosed with security doors. We will be ad-
dressing the trees in and around the parking lot.  We had an arborist look at the 
trees.  He suggested that the Norway Spruce come down and the Larch trees, 
which are not native to this area, can be salvaged by expanding the bands around 
the trees to give the roots more air and room to grow and by trimming the trees 
back away from the church building.  After the bands are expanded the parking lot 
will be patched. Lighting on the steeple has been a continual problem.  The lights 
are very old and need to be replaced.  With this donation we will be installing new 
lights around the steeple.  Hopefully by the time you get done reading this article, 
most, if not all of this work, will be started and at least the floor project will be 
completed.   

Repairs and upkeep of the church building are on-going.  We have been 
blessed and I am a firm believer that God answers our prayers. Council has been 
very busy addressing these problems and I would like to thank the Property Com-
mittee, especially Dave Sauter for his dedication, his time and effort and all of the 
phone calls keeping me posted on how things are progressing.   Last, but defi-
nitely not least, a thank you to that anonymous donor.  We have been blessed by 
your gift.   
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	 How was your summer?  Was it relaxing?  Enjoyable?  Or was it 
just another ordinary summer?  Summer is almost over and we will begin 
to get back to a scheduled routine in our everyday life.  Kids will be start-
ing a new year in school, choir members will be gathering on Wednes-
day evenings to practice music for Sunday worship, Council members 
will begin meeting every month to handle the business of the church, 
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Five Year Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina   
 “… but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles,  

they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” — Isaiah 40:31 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, 
     Sunday August 29th, 2010 marks the five-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina making landfall on the Gulf 
Coast. Across our country, and even around the world, there will be solemn remembrances as we keep alive the 
memories of the people and the places that were lost to that terrible storm. The passing of time cannot fully heal, 
but only lessens, the anguish and grief felt in the days that followed the disaster. 
     I encourage Lutherans everywhere to take time Sunday August 29th to remember in your worship and prayer all 
of the people affected by Hurricane Katrina. Please especially remember the pastors and people of the ELCA Texas 
Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod, the ELCA Southeastern Synod, and the LCMS Southern District who have served so 
faithfully in the five years following Katrina. The ELCA Worship and Liturgical Resources Unit has produced excel-
lent worship resources to assist in these commemorations and has posted examples of prayer vigils created by con-
gregations in the ELCA. To download these resources, visit http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship.aspx.  
      I also want to encourage you to think about the five years that have passed since Hurricane Katrina. Living in an 
Easter world of faith and hope, we recognize that it is our response to tragedy, that which follows, that truly defines 
us. Indeed, on Sunday August 29th 2010 we remember the amazing things that have happened along the Gulf 
Coast since August 29th, 2005, which cannot be summed up or defined merely by a single day.  . . .  
      . . .  In these five years, since August 29, 2005, God has been showing us signs of help, hope and healing in 
these and many other ways. So let us remember together all of these five years, as we continue to accompany and 
comfort those who mourn, and in deep gratitude for the many signs of continued recovery. 
  
In Christ, 
Rev Kevin Massey, Director – Lutheran Disaster Response 
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