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	����*+�     ����  Helen Dungan is planning a three part study this summer entitled Pray   
Always.  We will discuss the importance of persisting in our prayers and patiently waiting for God in 
prayer, and will seek to discover the power that is available to us as believers through the 
power of prayer. The three parts are: 
 Part 1: Persistence in Prayer will be Wednesday June 16th at 7:00  
 Part 2: Waiting with patience and hope will be Wednesday June 30th at 7:00 
 Part 3: Power will be Wednesday July 14th at 7:00. 
All members of the congregation (and their friends)  are invited to attend; but I es-
pecially ask members of the prayer chain to try to come.  
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At the Prayer Breakfast on May 1, the members of the Prayer Chain discussed ways of 
making our prayers and our Prayer Chain more effective. The Prayer Chain was re-
organized to be sure that all members receive prayer requests in a timely manner.  
The Pastor and Virginia Hager, Prayer Chain Coordinator, ask that if you request 
prayers for someone, please provide an update on that person on a regular basis 
(at least monthly). If your name is on our Prayer List, please let the Pastor, Virginia, 
or Ann know if you are ready to be removed from the list.   We also revised and up-
dated the prayer list.  

 If the name of someone for whom you have requested prayers has been removed and you would like them returned 
to the list, please notify the Pastor, Virginia, or Ann. If you would like to become part of the Prayer Chain, please 
contact Virginia Hager.  All are welcome - as it says in James 5:16, “16Therefore confess your sins to one another, 
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”  
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Food:  There is a critical need for food at both food banks. As you shop for groceries each 
week, please add an item to share.  There is a basket in the narthex for your donations. If each 
of us brought 1 jar of jelly or 1 jar peanut butter  or a can of soup or tomato sauce, we could 
be a big help in reducing hunger right here in the Lehigh Valley.   Please consider sponsoring 
a food basket this summer; a sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex.  

 

Friendly Visitors:  We will be having a lunch meeting after church this summer. Time and date 
have yet to be determined. 

                                                           ~ Helen Dungan 

At our May meeting we discussed the issues of hunger and the inequality  
of our food supply; that 30% of Americans are overweight while people  
around the world are dying from hunger. 
 

Esther Crouse shared some of the programs that Lutheran service agencies are 
doing; including introducing new crop ideas to family farmers who are now grow-
ing vegetables and selling their excess; she mentioned building a road so poor  
farmers could actually get their produce to a spot where there were customers to buy it. We talked about the 
need to help people improve their farming  practices; but also the needs of those who have no land.  
 
We also looked at what we do here at Durham and ways we could do more. The Biblical text underlying this dis-
cussion was from 1st John: 17-18: How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the wor ld’s goods and 
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to  help? Little children, let us love, not in word or  speech, 
but in truth and action.” This is a powerful call to help even if it means sacrificing some of our extras to help 
those who lack the bare necessities.  
 

Here is a challenge for us to try : Next time you treat yourself to a special treat (an ice cream 
cone or candy bar or whatever), add the price of it to your benevolence envelopes.  Or the next time 
you buy treats (ice cream, or donuts or whatever) at the grocery store, spend as much as it costs on 
some food for the food banks.  Show that God’s love abides in you by your caring a ctions .  
 

During our business meeting we tried to agree on a place and time for our June meeting (traditionally we go out 
for lunch). The date Tuesday June 15th was agreed upon. Time and place are still under discussion; watch the 
bulletin.  

All women of the congregation are invited to join us for a time of fellowship. 

~ Helen Dungan 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,              
 

 In Advent, I invited you to dwell in words from Paul’s letter to the Romans: 
 

 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand. Romans 5:1–2a 

 

 This spring, as we gather for the 2010 synod assemblies, we are standing together in God’s grace, but we are not standing still. 
Through God’s grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is fully engaged in the mis-
sion of proclaiming Christ and caring for the world that God so deeply loves.  
 

 This journey together in Christ does not lead us away from difficulties: neither the earthshaking tragedy in Haiti, nor the discernment, 
disagreements and decisions of congregations and individuals, nor economic hardship in a global recession, nor any of the other chal-
lenges we encounter in communities and households. 
 

 Instead, in the midst of it all, God meets us in a renewing word: 
 

 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  
2 Corinthians 5:17–18 

 

 This word, read during the Lenten season, renews both our identity and our calling. God has given us the grace to stand and to serve in 
a place filled with promise and opportunity. As the apostle Paul wrote to the Romans, God’s Holy Spirit is being poured out so that hope 
abounds and love fills our hearts (Romans 5:4–5). 
 

 Trusting that God’s new creation is made evident in and through us, we rejoice that: 
· Directors for evangelical mission are prepared, based in synods and ready to serve so that all ELCA congregations are growing as 
 evangelical centers for mission. 
· Synod-based partners in evangelical worship are being identified to assist congregations as we seek to be an evangelizing church  
 centered in the means of grace. 
· The ELCA’s priority for developing new congregations continues. In 2009, 32 new congregations were planted, many in ethnic-
 specific or multicultural communities, among people living in poverty, and in urban areas. Camino de Vida, a new congregation 
 under development in Albuquerque, New Mexico, is a joint new start with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Mission Developer 
 Jaime Guillermo Yela welcomed more than 400 people for the first worship service in  December 2009. 
· Leadership is the focus for young adults of African Descent who, in response to “Elisha’s Call,” are identifying at least 100 new 
 young adult leaders within their communities. 
· Creativity abounds through the Book of Faith Initiative as congregations and colleges gather around Scripture in coffee shops and 
 pubs, in homes and in dorm rooms. In one congregation, confirmation students receive Bibles in which their parents, mentors, 
 sponsors and pastors have already marked their favorite passages. 
· Social media is playing a vital new role in connecting people to this church. The ELCA News Service transmits releases in real-time 
 via Twitter (twitter.com/elcanews). More than 13,000 fans on the ELCA Facebook page  (facebook.com/Lutherans)  share stories,      
 encouragement and prayers online. The Book of Faith site (www.bookoffaith.ning.com) has welcomed more than 3,300 participants 
 into a conversation about the first language of faith. 
· Generosity marks the ELCA’s response to the devastating earthquake in Haiti. In the first five weeks, ELCA members gave nearly 
 $5.3 million dollars, and more contributions continue to flow in. Lutheran Disaster Response works with our partners, The Lutheran 
 World Federation and Lutheran World Relief, to meet urgent needs, including shelter, medicine, drinking water, food, sanitation and 
 psychosocial assistance, in a commitment that will continue for years to come. Mission support, the portion of a member’s financial 
 offering that a congregation shares with its synod and the  churchwide organization, provides the infrastructure that makes it possi-
 ble for this church to apply 100 percent of every designated gift to disaster response. 
 

 Living in the hope of the risen Christ who is making all things new, we are moving forward in mission and are supported and encour-
aged by your synod’s fervent prayers, generous financial support and evangelical missional imagination. I give thanks to God for your 
service in the mission and ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and for the time and resources you share with your 
congregation, synod and churchwide ministries. As we stand together in God’s grace, it is my prayer that God’s work will be served with 
our hands. 

 In God’s grace, 

Spring 2010 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF DURHAM NIGHT AT THE 

IRON PIGS 

 

 

 

 

    

Rochester Red Wings at Lehigh Valley IronPigs  

Wednesday, June 30 

Game @ 7:05 PM -- Gates Open @ 6:05 PM  
 

 COST $9.00 PERSON  - ORDER FORM BELOW 

*Children 2 and under do not need a ticket if they sit on an adult’s lap  

(PARKING ADDITONAL $3.00 PAID AT GATE) 

 

   
Name ____________________________________________      Phone  # ___________________________ 

 

  

 Address________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  

  # TICKETS ________    @ $9.00 each    =    Total  Enclosed   _____________ 
 

 Please make checks payable to Ben Naska.  Place this order form with payment in envelope marked Iron Pigs 
and put in offering plate.  Or you may mail it directly to: Ben Naska   870 Durham Road   Riegelsville PA  18077. 

 

 Tickets will be mailed back to you and are first come, first served.  30 tickets are available. 
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